AP Spanish Language and Culture/Course Syllabus
Wissahickon High School
Course Overview

This course emphasizes the use of the language for active communication as students continue to increase their proficiency in each of the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing in accordance with ACTFL proficiency guidelines.  The goals of the course will include providing students with a strong command of vocabulary and structure, an understanding of the spoken target language in various conversational situations, developing reading skills through use of authentic materials, to include but not limited to newspapers and magazines, fictional and non-fictional literary texts, and non-technical writings, as well as authentic audio and visual materials and computer and web-based activities.  Culture is integrated throughout the year, connected to the reading, listening, writing and speaking activities. The course will be conducted exclusively in Spanish.

Course Objectives

Strengthen speaking skills through

· Daily classroom interactions to develop interpersonal communication skills in the target language

· Formal presentations and discussions in Spanish
Strengthen listening skills

· In order to comprehend the target language intended for native speakers in a variety of settings, types of discourse, topics and styles

· Through regular use of authentic audio and visual materials, use of textbook ancillary materials, and specific AP practice listening activities

Strengthen writing skills by

· Composing persuasive, narrative, opinion essays (twice a month). In addition, students will also write informal and informal writing prompts (Journals, letters, e-mails..) in the target language

· Responding to prompts in a timed-setting

Strengthen reading skills by

· Identifying and summarizing main points and important details and making appropriate inferences and predictions from written texts such as newspaper or magazine articles

· Exploring and interpreting literary excerpts from a variety of genres in the target language

Instructional Strategies

The following are examples of learning activities and strategies used throughout the course.

Speaking

Students will communicate exclusively in the target language. Students will prepare formal and informal oral presentations on topics using varied resources.  Students will also practice spontaneous verbal responses through creation of impromptu dialogs, paired activities and discussion of current events.  Students are given the opportunity to practice recording verbal responses according to the AP Exam format.

Listening

Students will listen to recordings via CD, tape, video, TV and online listening activities.  Students will be encouraged to take notes, outline information, and use graphic organizers to identify main ideas and details during listening activities.  Students will also practice listening skills through peer and teacher interactions.

Writing

Students will have frequent opportunities to write a variety of long and short compositions through which they can develop their writing skills.  Students will strengthen their use of complex sentence structures with the highest degree of grammatical accuracy in both formal and informal situations.  Written responses are assessed by the teacher or through peer review and will be based on thematic units.
Reading

Students will read and discuss the text indicated in the outline and the other reading materials. Students are required to answer questions to measure their reading comprehension. Students will become familiar with literary analysis, advanced vocabulary as well as comparing and contrasting topics.  Students are also encouraged to maintain an ongoing vocabulary list of the new words that they encounter.

Organization

The course is divided into thematic units which are further based on recommended contexts and guided by essential questions.  Corresponding cultural elements are integrated into the study of the units, and activities are directed with those cultural connections in mind. Discussion of the topics completely in Spanish is a requirement for this course. It is assumed that students have previously been exposed to advanced language structures in the courses leading up to the AP Spanish Language and Culture course; however, review of the mechanics is done within the contextual framework of each unit as needed. 

A Tool for Students within the Unit: 

Ongoing assignment (6 entries monthly) to support all units all the time (I use a template provided by the AP Spanish Language and Culture Community Site). Students regularly connect to authentic resources outside of class which accompany the complete list of themes and recommended context, as well as essential questions.  This ongoing assignment leads to class discussions exploring themes, contexts, and vocabulary learned. 
Unit One: Las Familias y las Comunidades (First Quarter)
Essential Questions: 

· Como se define la familia en distintas sociedades?

· Como contribuyen los individuos al bienestar de las comunidades?

· Cuales son las diferencias en los papeles que asumen las comunidades en las distintas sociedades del mundo?

Contexts Covered:

· Las Comunidades Educativas

· Las  Redes Sociales

· La Geografia Humana

· Las Tradiciones y los Valores

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication
Students read Unit 1 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on Family and Communities (i.e. inmigration, social media, culture, family structure). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments; 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  
Sample Lesson:
Las tradiciones o los valores. 

1. Students will make a list of 5 common complains adolescents have towards parents’ rules.

2. 5 common complains parents have regarding their teenage children
3. Students will share their rules and ask each other if they have broken any and the punishment for doing so.

4. Students will read a fragment of “El Nino y la Niebla”  by Rodolfo Usigli.

5. Students will answer comprehension questions and will create a chart with each carácter traits.

6. With a partner, the students will create and present an informal conversation  between “parent/child” reenacting a situation similar to what happened to Daniel but using their own personal reaction to the problem. 
At the end of the unit, students will write a persuasive essay. The theme will be “Valen la Pena las cooperativas?” Students will integrate 3 sources: 
1. the article “Principales Cooperativas en Venezuela”, 
2. A comparative chart between 2 municipalities in Colombia, 
3. Audio from “Alianza Cooperativa Internacional”. The essay will be evaluated using the new exam scoring guidelines. 
Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit.
Unit 2: La Ciencia y La Tecnologia (First Quarter)
Essential Questions: 

· Que impact tiene el desarrollo cientifico y tecnologico en nuestras vidas?

· Que Factores han impulsado el desarrollo y la innovacion en la ciencia y la technologia?

· Que papel cumple la etica en los avances cientificios?

Contexts Covered:

· Tecnologia, individuo y sociedad

· El cuidado de la salud y la medicina

· La ciencia y la etica

· Los fenomenos naturales

· El acceso a la tecnologia

· Las innovaciones tecnologicas

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication

Students read Unit 2 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on La Ciencia y La Tecnologia (i.e. cell phones, Facebook, google, tecnology in school and medicine). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments; 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  

Sample lesson:

Students will listen to “NuevasTecnologias” a program from RTE in which technological advances in transportation and their impact in daily life are discussed (MARTA)

1. While listening students will write key words and key points and then share them with partner.
2. Do they coincide? They need to make conclusions.

3. Students will look for information on the Internet about the present economic déficit in Spain.

4. Students will write a 3 paragraph persuasive essay using their findings on the internet and the audio in which they will answer the question “In the long run, is it cost-effective to continue the MARTA Project in Spain?”
At the end of the unit, students will have to make a presentational speech comparing the ethical problems that scientific investigators encounter in their work.  Students have to investígate the problems scientists have in the U.S. as well as the problems face by the scientist in a Spanish speaking country of their choosing.  Students have to integrate both sources while answering the question.  New AP scoring guidelines will be used for evaluation. 

Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit. 

Unit 3: La Belleza y La Estetica (Second Quarter)

Essential Questions: 

· Como se establecen las percepciones de la belleza y la creatividad?

· Como influyen los ideales de la belleza y la estetica en la vida cotidiana?

· Como las artes desafian y reflejan las perspectivas culturales?

Contexts Covered:

· Definiciones de la Belleza
· La Moda y el Diseno

· El Lenguaje y La Literatura

· Las Artes Visuales y Escenicas

· La Arquitectura

· Definiciones de la Creatividad

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication

Students read Unit 3 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on La Belleza y La Estetica (i.e. Beauty perception in different culture, Literary news, Architectural styles). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments; 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  

Sample Lesson:

Survey:

1. Students will survey latino and non-latino students and the High School about what they find attractive in men and women.

2. Student will engage in class discussion about the similarities and differences in the responses based on cultural backgrounds.

3. Students will write a paragraph comparing their responses to those in the article “El Concepto de lo Estetico a Traves de la Historia”.
Using Poll Everywhere (www.polleverywhere.com) students will create a poll where, they will view examples of art, titles of literature, architecture, photos of people, etc. to find out their perception of beauty.  intudents will volunteer to lead a short interpersonal discussion after each poll to stimulate thinking beyond the norm.

At the end of the unit, students will write a persuasive essay answering the following question “Es la Cirugia plástica una solución para el problema de la baja autoestima? Students will integrate 3 sources: the article “Internet multiplica las cirugías de mentón en los Estados Unidos”, the chart “cirugía plástica:estadística mundial, and an audio from Radio y Television Espanola about plastic surgery among the Spanish youth.  New AP scoring guidelines will be used for evaluation. 

Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit. 

Unit 4: La Vida Contemporanea (Second Quarter)

Essential Questions: 

· Como definen los individuos y las sociedades su propia calidad de vida?

· Como influyen los productos culturales, las practicas y las perspectivas de la gente en la vida contemporanea?

· Cuales son los desafios de la vida contemporanea?

Contexts Covered:

· La Educacion y las Carreras Profesionales

· El Entretenimiento y la diversion

· Los Viajes y el Ocio

· Las Relaciones personales

· Los Estilos de Vida

· Las Tradiciones y Los Valores Sociales.

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication

Students read Unit 4 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on La Vida Contemporanea (i.e. Gender equality in the workforce, food/travel, ecoturism). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments; 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  

Sample Lesson:

1. Students will learn how our school district meets the needs of all students and compare it to the “floating schools” of Argentina. 
2. Students will read “las escuelas que siguen a los chicos” and answer some comprehension questions.
3. Students will discuss with a partner the following questions:
a. En que sentido las escuelas flotantes son un modelo digno de seguir?

b. Cuando se usan estructuras temporales en los EEUU?

c. De que manera esta escuela prepara a sus estudiantes para enfrentar los desafíos del futuro y aprovechar sus oportunidades?

4. Students will record a 2 minute presentation about how both countries try to reach all students needs. 

At the end of the unit, students will write a persuasive essay answering the question: ¿La mejor alternativa para las científicas de America Latina, el Caribe y Espana es desarrollar su actividad en el extrajero?

a. Source #1: article: “El Reto de Ser Mujer y Cientifica en Latinomarica y el Caribe.

b. Source #2: A chart showing the employment of male and female scientist in Spain. 

c. Source #3: An audio program entitled “Mujeres en el Mundo”  which air via the United Nations radio in Feb. 2012.

  AP scoring guidelines will be used for evaluation. 

Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit. 

Unit 5: Los Desafios Mundiales (Third Quarter)

Essential Questions: 

· Cuales son los desafios sociales, politicos, y del medioambiente que enfrentan las sociedades del mundo?

· Cuales son los origins de esos desafios?

· Cuales son algunas posibles soluciones a esos desafios?

Contexts Covered:

· Los Temas Economicos
· Los Temas del Medioambiente

· La Poblacion y la Demografia

· El Bienestar Social

· El Pensamiento filosofico y la religion

· La Conciencia Social

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication

Students read Unit 5 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on Los Desafios Mundiales (i.e. Climate change, demographic growth, recycling, religions fo the world). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments. 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  

Sample Lesson:
Reading comprehension/speaking/writing: 

1. The class will read “La Desglaciacion de la Cordillera Andina” and answer Reading comprehension questions.
2. With a partner they will determine the causes and consequences of the ice melting in the Cordillera Blanca and will investigate and make comparisons to similar problems in the Natural Parks of the United States.

3. The Students will prepare a presentation answering one central question: 
a. Why is this a Global Challenge? 

4. Students will investigate in Internet the importance of Nature in the Inca religión and will write a short article about the cultural and religious importance of the loss of the glaciers in Peru. 
At the end of the unit, students will research and make an oral presentation about the importance of natural resources in a country’s economy. Students will compare their community to Latin American community of their own choosing.    AP scoring guidelines will be used for evaluation. 

Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit. 

Unit 6: Las Identidades Personales y Publicas (Third Quarter)

Essential Questions: 

· Como se expresan los distintos aspectos de la identidad en diversas situaciones?

· Como Influyen la lengua y la cultura en la identidad de una persona?

· Como se desarrolla la identidad de una persona a lo largo del tiempo?

Contexts Covered:

· La Enajenacion y la asimilacion

· La Autoestima

· La Identidad Nacional y La identidad etnica

· Los Intereses Personales

· Las Creencias Personales

· Los Heroes y los Personajes Historicos

Communicative Skills: Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication, Written and Print Interpretive Communication

Students read Unit 5 assignments from Temas and related audio visual and written resources from BBCmundo.com and other authentics sources from the internet. Contexts covered in the assigments will be alligned with the Unit on Las Identidades Personales y Publicas (i.e. ethnic identity, personal beliefs, Historical figures). Students will be asked to make connections (comparisons and similarities) to their own culture throughout the various readings/listening assigments; 

After Reading and viewing each assigment, student will engage in class discussions and present reactions to the readings/audio/visual topics. In addition to the discussions, students will engage in interpersonal dialogues and writing (email) on topics related to the Unit.  

Sample Lesson:
1.  Student will read a fragment from “Tres Heroes” de Jose Marti.  While reading the students have to focus on 3 specific points: a. the relationship between honesty and liberty; b.what the 3 heroes have in common; c. What Marti wants to teach the children. 
2. Students have to research a hero from the American Revolutionary war. 

3. Students have to create presentation answering the following questions:

a. Does your hero have any common characteristics with the heroes mentioned in Marti’s story? Differences?

b. In the same way that Marti highlighted Bolivar. What made you choose your heroe? Why do you admire him?

c. Do you think Marti would have admire your heroe? Why?
At the end of the unit, students will write a persuasive essay to answer the following question: ¿Cómo protegemos las culturas?

Source #1:  Audio: Una ley para fortalecer el Guarani en Paraguay

Souce # 2”  Los Arabes en Paraguay.

AP scoring guidelines will be used for evaluation. 

Grammar will be review as needed within the context of the unit. 

Resources

Primary textbooks

· Draggnet, Parthena; Conlin, Cole; Ehrsam Max; Millan, Elizabeth. Temas: AP Spanish Language and Culture. Vista Higher Learning, 2014.

Supplementary Texts

· Frisancho, Jorge; Redman Maria; Restrepo Bravo, Marta Lucia. AP Spanish Language and Culture Exam Preparation. Vista Higher Learning, 2014
· Gatski, Barbara; McMullan, John. Triangulo Aprobado. Wayside Publishing, 2013.
· Diaz, Jose. AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language and Culture Examination. Pearson Prentice Hall, 2014
Literary Excerpts

· Adolph, José Bernardo. Nosotros No. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Allende, Isabel. Cartas de Amor Traicionado. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.
· Cela, Camilo José. Jacinto Contreras Recibe su Paga Extraordinaria. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Ibáñez, Alberto. La Tomatina. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Pardo Bazan,  Emilia. El Décimo. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Roman, Carmen. La Fiesta de San Fermín. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Venti, Patricia. Fernando Botero, El Espejo Convexo. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Vodanovic, Sergio. El Delantal Blanco. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

· Yunsan, Cesar A.. Los Indios Kunas. Abriendo Paso Lectura. Pearson Prentice Hall. 2007.

Web Resources

Grammar:

www.studyspanish.com
www.colby.edu/%7Ebknelson/exercises/index.html
www.conjuguemos.com
www.indiana.edu/~call/
www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/index.html
www.lingolex.com/spanish.htm
www.raes.es
www.quia.com
Audio/Video

www.radioformula.com
www.radionizkor.org/espana
www.radionizkor.org/arg/
www.univision.com
www.unicef.org/spanish/videoaudio/video_radio.html
www.audio.urcm.net
www.cadenaser.com
www.teachertube.com
www.youtube.com
www.tve.es
www.BBCmundo.com
Newspapers/Magazines 

www.elmundo.es
www.elpais.es
www.peopleenespanol.com/pespanol/
www.ecos-online.de/audio/
Art

www.spanisharts.com/prado/prado.htm
Speaking

http://clear.msu.edu/teaching/online/ria/audioDropbox/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
